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FINANCING  FEDERAL  ELECTIONS... 


BY  SAM  LEVERING 

Watergate  has  focused  attention 
on  the  central  role  of  money,  illegal 
and  legal,  in  federal  elections.  It  may 
well  be  the  necessary  impetus  to 
drastic  improvement  in  campaign  fi¬ 
nancing. 

Few  reforms  are  as  badly  needed. 

In  1971,  the  first  major  campaign 
reform  bill  since  1925,  was  passed, 
requiring  public  disclosure  and  limit¬ 
ing  media  expenditures.  But  there  is 
a  growing  consensus  that  there  is  still 
something  deeply  poisonous  about 
the  way  we  finance  our  elections. 
Legislation  by  the  93rd  Congress  is 
likely. 

PROPOSED  LEGISLATION 

President  Nixon  in  a  message  to 
Congress  on  May  18  said,  "I  believe 
that  reform  is  essential  and  urgent." 
He  proposed  a  study  commission. 

Many  Congressmen  want  faster 
action,  and  numerous  bills  have  been 
introduced.  On  July  30  the  Senate 
passed  S372  by  a  vote  of  82-8.  It 
would  establish  an  independent  non¬ 
partisan,  Federal  Election  Commis¬ 
sion,  with  real  enforcement  power. 
This  is  a  vital  forward  step,  which 
should  be  enacted  into  law  promptly. 

Other  valuable  provisions  of  S372 
would  tighten  up  the  present  law  by 
strengthening  penalties  for  violations; 
bar  cash  contributions  above  $50;  re¬ 
quire  approval  of  the  national  com¬ 
mittee  for  Presidential  campaign  ex¬ 
penditures  over  $1000,  and  impose 
severe  criminal  penalties  for  diverting 
campaign  funds  to  other  uses. 

Other  major,  but  more  controver¬ 
sial  provisions  of  S372,  would  limit 
to  $3000  the  amount  which  individ¬ 
uals  and  groups  (other  than  the  cen¬ 
tral  or  state  campaign  committee  of 
the  candidate,  or  national  parties  or 
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campaign  committees)  can  contribute 
to  a  candidate's  campaign;  limit  total 
campaign  expenditures  to  10^  per 
voting  age  person,  or  a  total  of 
$90,000  ($125,000  in  one-representa¬ 
tive  states)  in  primaries,  and  15^  or 
$90,000  (or  $175,000)  in  general  elec¬ 
tions;  and  repeal  "equal  time"  broad¬ 
casting  provisions.  Limits  have  con¬ 
siderable  merit,  if  strictly  enforced. 
But,  unless  coupled  %vith  substantial 
public  financing,  they  may  prevent 
otherwise  capable  candidates  from 
mounting  effective  challenges  against 
incumbents,  given  the  huge  headstart 
which  incumbents  enfoy.  They  might 
also  make  candidates  even  more  be¬ 
holden  to  national  party  committees, 
the  only  groups  to  whom  the  ceilings 
do  not  apply. 

PROSPECTS  FOR  ACTION 

5372  now  goes  to  the  House  Elec¬ 
tions  Subcmte.,  whose  full  committee 


chairman,  Wayne  Hays,  Ohio,  says 
hearings  probably  will  be  held  in 
September.  HR7612  (Anderson- 
Udall)  with  112  co-sponsors  on 
Aug.  1,  including  provisions  for  pub¬ 
lic  financing,  should  be  considered  at 
the  same  time. 

In  the  Senate,  Chairman  Howard 
Cannon  of  the  Elections  Subcmte., 
indicates  hearings  in  September  on 
three  major  bills,  S1103  (Hart), 
S2065  (Stevenson-Mathias),  and 
S2238  (Mondale-Schweiker).  All 
make  proposals  for  public  financing. 

Important  reforms  in  the  present 
system  can  and  should  be  passed  at 
this  session. 

WHY  BASIC  CHANGE? 

The  first  reason  is  that  ever  larger 
amounts  of  money  are  required,  with 
80-90%  often  received  from  large 
contributors. 

In  the  past,  many  voters  knew 
candidates  personally.  Now,  in  Con¬ 
gressional  districts  or  wider  areas, 
most  voters  must  decide  on  the  basis 
of  party  identification  or  of  an  image 
gained  from  television,  radio,  news¬ 
papers,  billboards,  etc.,  all  of  which 
cost  money. 

The  second  reason  is  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  system  spawns  major  evils. 

PRESENT  EVILS 

A  first  great  evil  is  the  almost  im¬ 
possible  position  in  which  the  present 
system  often  places  both  candidates 
and  potential  large  contributors. 

For  example,  a  candidate  must 
have  money.  Often  the  only  way  to 
get  enough  is  from  large  contribu¬ 
tions.  What  obligations  are  there, 
and  how  discharged? 

The  potential  large  contributor  is 
in  equally  bad  position.  His  cori>ora- 
(Continued  on  page  2) 
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tion  or  union,  or  private  interests,  are 
influenced  by  governmental  action 
(very  few  are  not).  He  is  approached 
by  representatives  of  the  Executive 
branch  or  of  a  powerful  Congress¬ 
man.  If  he  contributes,  he  may  be 
charged  (correctly  or  not)  with  buy¬ 
ing  favors.  If  he  does  not,  he  fears, 
sometimes  correctly,  that  his  interests 
may  suffer.  What  to  do? 

This  leads  to  a  second  evil,  the 
purchase  (or  suspicion  of  purchase) 
of  favors  or  influence  by  large  cam¬ 
paign  contributors.  Many  contribu¬ 
tors,  and  recipient  candidates,  are  en¬ 
tirely  honest.  But  other  contributors 
have  gotten,  or  will  later  receive, 
large  returns  for  their  money.  To 
Quote  Sen.  Russell  B.  Long  (La.) 
“The  distinction  between  a  (large) 
contribution  and  a  bribe  is  almost  a 
hair  line's  difference.  You  can  hardly 
tell  one  from  the  other." 

A  third  very  large  evil  is  that  the 
present  system  often  shuts  out  all 
potential  candidates  but  the  ex¬ 
tremely  wealthy,  or  those  willing  to 
accept,  and  able  to  get,  large  contri¬ 
butions. 

A  fourth  crucial  evil  is  that  en¬ 
forcement  of  election  laws  now  de¬ 
pends  on  action  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate,  against  the  members  of  Congress 
who  employ  them,  and  on  prosecu¬ 
tion  by  the  Department  of  Justice, 
which  since  1925,  has  a  record  of 
very  lax  enforcement  of  election  laws. 

A  fifth  major  evil  is  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  system  is  badly  biased  in  favor 
of  incumbents.  They  already  are  well 
known,  have  access  to  the  media,  use 
the  franking  privilege  freely  for  mail¬ 
ings,  can  raise  money  more  easily 
(often  from  those  for  whom  they 
have  done  favors),  and  outspend 
challengers  2  to  1. 

A  sixth  major  evil  is  large  contri¬ 
butions  from  corporations,  unions,  or 
associations,  often  with  major  finan¬ 
cial  interests  dependent  on  govern¬ 
mental  action.  This  may  be  direct 
from  corporation  or  union  treasuries 
(illegal  but  sometimes  done),  or 
“laundered"  as  pressured  contribu¬ 
tions  to  a  joint  fund  by  individuals, 
who  may  be  reimbursed  by  bonuses, 
etc. 

A  seventh  serious  evil  is  that  the 
public  often  still  does  not  know  who 
contributes  money,  and  how  it  is 
spent. 


POSTCARD  REQI8TRATION 

In  1972  <MUy  56%  of  those  eligible 
to  vote  actually  voted.  It  has  been 
estimated  that  15  to  30  million  of  the 
62  million  not  voting  did  so  because 
of  difficulties  or  restrictkms  on  regis¬ 
tration.  ® 

S352,  providing  simple  postcard 
form  registration  for  federal  elec¬ 
tions,  passed  die  Senate  on  May  9 
by  a  vote  of  57-37.  A  corresponding 
bill  HR8053,  is  before  the  House 
Elections  Subcommittee. 

FCNL  favors  passage  of  this  legis¬ 
lation  as  an  important  way  to  in¬ 
crease  citizen  participation  in  govern¬ 
ment.  The  House  Committee  (see 
membership  in  lead  article  on  Fi¬ 
nancing  Federal  Elections)  should  be 
urged  to  report  it  out  promptly,  and 
House  members  should  be  encouraged 
to  support  Us  passage. 


These  and  other  evils  lead  the  pres¬ 
ent  FCNL  p)olicy  statement  to  say 
that  the  present  situation  “corrupts 
the  very  basis  of  democracy,  and 
makes  fundamental  reforms  in  tax 
and  financial  laws  almost  impossible." 

CITIZEN  ACTION 

S372's  important  reforms  face 
tough  opposition  in  the  House,  and 
citizens'  help  is  essential.  Support  for 
fundamental  change  in  the  present 
system  may  be  even  more  important. 

Primary  reliance  should  be  placed 
on  public  financing  for  all  bona  fide 
federal  candidates.  Without  public 
financing,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
limits  can'  be  set  on  contributions  or 
expenditures  which  are  really  fair  and 
workable,  or  whether  the  basic  evils 
of  the  present  system  can  be  elim¬ 
inated. 

The  Elections  Subemte.  of  the 
House  Administration  Cmte.  should 
be  urged  to  hold  hearings  on  S372 
and  HR7612.  They  should  promptly 
report  out  a  bill  providing  at  least  for 
an  independent  Federal  Elections 
Commission  and  for  tightening  up 
the  present  law. 

Rep.  John  Dent.  Pa.,  i*  chairman  of  the  Sub- 
comte.,  and  Reps.  Cray,  III.;  Jones.  Tenn.;  Hollo- 
han.  W.Va.;  Mathis,  Ca.;  Harvey,  Mich.;  Ware, 
Pa.;  and  Frenzel,  Minn.,  are  members. 

Wayne  Hays,  Ohio,  Chairman  of 
the  full  committee,  is  the  key  person. 

The  Senate  Rules  Cmte.  should  be 
urged  to  hold  hearings  on  the  bills 
providing  for  public  financing,  and  to 
report  out  the  best  possible  proposal. 

Sen.  Howard  W.  Cannon.  Nev.  is  chairman,  and 
Senators  Pell,  R.I.;  Byrd,  W.Va.;  Allen,  AU.;  Wil¬ 
liams,  N.J.;  Cook,  Ky.;  Scott,  Pa.;  Griffin,  Mich., 
and  Hatfield,  Ore.,  are  members. 


A  GREAT  OPPORTUNITY 

The  shock  of  Watergate  makes 
possible  basic  changes  in  financing 
federal  elections.  This  can  lead  to 
equally  necessary  changes  in  financ¬ 
ing  large  scale  state  and  local  elec¬ 
tions. 

This  is  a  great  opportunity  which 
should  be  a  first  priority  for  Friends 
and  others  dedicated  to  integrity  and 
openness  in  our  representative  de¬ 
mocracy.  Each  local  group  might  well 
appoint  one  person  to  work  on  this 
issue  during  this  critical  period. 

FURTHER  INFORMATION 

Further  specific  information  can  be 
obtained  from: 

Common  Cmioo:  2030  M  St.,  NW.  Wash.,  D.  C. 
20036;  Tol.  (202)  033-1200. 

Cowlor  PuWio  Flnuofni  of  BlooUonO:  201 
Mom.  Am.,  NE,  Waoh.,  0.  C.  20002;  Tol.  (202) 
S46-S511. 

Committoo  lor  an  ERocMm  ConoroM:  201  Mom. 
Am.,  NE,  Waah.,  D.  C.  20002;  Tol.  (202)  647-11S1. 

Commlitoo  (or  Congrossional  Roform:  2027  Mom. 
Am.,  MW,  Waah.,  D.  C.  20036;  Tol.  (202)  667-3733. 


DETENTE  WITH  CUBA 

“Congress  can  exercise  leadership 
toward  detente  with  Cuba  by  initi¬ 
ating  repeal  of  the  Cuban  Resolution 
of  1962,"  says  Richard  Post  of  FCNL 
in  a  special  paper  (30^).  Post,  Friend- 
in-Washington  working  on  Latin 
American  concerns,  said  “Our  gov¬ 
ernment  can  now  communicate  fairly 
easily  with  the  Cuban  government, 
both  formally  and  informally  .  .  ." 
But  he  called  for  diplomatic  relations 
which  would  facilitate  full  intergov¬ 
ernmental  contact.  The  resolution 
“authorized  the  President  to  take 
whatever  action  might  be  necessary 
to  prevent  the  export  of  Communism 
by  force  from  Cuba  to  the  Western 
Hemisphere  and  to  prevent  a  Soviet 
build-up  of  offensive  weapons."  Post 
said  the  State  Dept,  in  a  1970  letter 
“highlighted  the  fact  the  resolution 
is  useless  and  outdated."  But  Con¬ 
gress  has  not  yet  repealed  it. 


SPECIAL  EVENTS 

Thirtieth  Anniversary  Events  for 
FCNL  this  fall  include  programs 
Oct.  13  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.; 
Swarthmore,  Pa.,  and  Canton,  O. 
Reps.  Hamilton  Fish,  N.Y.;  Edward 
Biester,  Pa.,  and  John  Seiberling, 
Ohio,  will  be  the  featured  speakers, 
respectively.  Sen.  Mark  Hatfield,  Ore., 
speaks  Nov.  17  at  Richmond,  Ind. 
Sen,  Dick  Clark,  Iowa,  has  tentatively 
accepted  an  invitation  to  speak  at 
Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  Nov.  10. 
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LEGISLATIVE  ROUNDUP:  MILITARY  MANPOWER,  INDOCHINA,  HUMAN  NEEDS 


Congress  put  more  starch  in  its 
sails  in  the  closing  days  before  the 
August  recess,  building  up  for  con¬ 
frontations  with  the  President  on  sev¬ 
eral  issues.  Senate  Majority  Leader 
Mike  Mansheld,  Mont.,  said  final 
passage  of  several  major  bills  opposed 
by  President  Nixon  will  be  delayed 
until  September  in  order  to  block  the 
President  from  pocket-vetoing  the 
measures  during  the  Aug.  3  to  Sept.  5 
Congressional  recess. 

Action  also  was  in  process  to  give 
Congressional  leadership  power  to  re¬ 
call  Congress  during  the  recess.  The 
unprecedented  measure  is  an  out¬ 
growth  of  Congressional  anger  at  the 
heavy  bombing  of  North  Vietnam  last 
December  when  Congress  was  in  ad¬ 
journment  and  only  the  President 
could  call  it  back. 

Mansfield  said  that  among  the  bills 
that  may  be  held  back  is  the  $2.20 
minimum  wage  bill  and  a  housing 
measure — both  possibly  headed  for 
veto.  But  while  confrontations  built 
on  some  issues.  Administration  pol¬ 
icies  prevailed  on  some  military  votes. 

Here  is  how  some  of  the  issues  ap¬ 
peared  at  Newsletter  press  time: 

#  Indochina.  For  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Vietnam  War,  Con¬ 
gress  has  legislated  an  end  to  military 
activity  by  shutting  off  the  funds. 
This  came  in  a  compromise  with  the 
President  following  his  veto  of  the 
Second  Supplemental  Appropriations 
Bill.  The  compromise  set  Aug.  15  as 
the  deadline  for  ceasing  all  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  activity  throughout  Indochina. 
The  President  must  make  a  special 
request  for  funding  for  U.S.  military 
activity  after  that. 

#  Military  Authorization.  The 
House  in  a  late-night  session  July  31 
approved  an  amendment  (by  Rep. 
Les  Aspin,  Wis.)  (242-163)  to  cut 
spending  for  weapons  by  $950  mil¬ 
lion  to  last  year's  level,  plus  an  infla¬ 
tion  allowance.  Other  votes  on  the 
Military  Authorization  Bill  (HR9286) 
included  an  amendment  by  Rep.  Ron 
Dellums,  Calif.,  to  cut  U.S.  forces 
abroad  by  322,000  (from  the  present 
600,000).  The  Dellums  bid  (defeated 
67-339)  headed  a  concerted  effort  to 
cut  military  manpower.  An  amend¬ 
ment  by  Rep.  Otis  Pike,  N.Y.,  col¬ 
lected  130  votes  (282  against),  and  a 
move  by  Majority  Leader  Thomas 
O'Neill,  Mass.,  gathered  163  votes 
(242  against).  Pike's  measure  would 


withdraw  U.S.  forces  in  one  year 
from  any  country  that  pays  a  smaller 
portion  of  its  gross  national  product 
on  its  own  defense  than  does  the  U.S. 
O'Neill  would  reduce  overseas  forces 
by  100,000.  FCNL's  Frances  Neely 
and  the  Coalition  on  National  Prior¬ 
ities  and  Military  Policy  (of  which 
FCNL  is  a  part)  helped  make  troop 
cuts  overseas  the  major  military 
spending  issue  of  1973.  Other  amend¬ 
ments  defeated  sought  to  reduce 
funds  for  particular  weapons.  Mean¬ 
while  the  Senate  Armed  Services 
Cmte.  has  voted  to  diminish  military 
manpower  by  7%  this  year.  The 
military  authorization  bill  is  due  on 
the  Senate  floor  in  early  September. 

#  Military  Aid.  Efforts  to  cut  mili¬ 
tary  assistance  to  Indochina  failed  in 
late  July.  Rep.  Robert  Leggett,  Calif., 
attempted  to  cut  military  funds  for 
South  Vietnam  and  Laos  from  $1.3 
billion  to  $500  million  but  failed  on  a 
voice  vote  July  31.  When  the  House 
passed  HR9360  earlier,  authorizing 
military  and  economic  aid  abroad, 
efforts  by  Rep.  Bella  Abzug,  N.Y.,  to 
cut  military  funds  for  Cambodia  went 
down  to  defeat  26-105. 

#  Economic  Aid.  In  a  cliff-hanging 
vote  of  188-183,  the  House  in  late 
July  voted  to  authorize  a  $2.8  billion 
military  and  economic  foreign  aid 
program  (HR9360).  But  $1.8  billion 
of  the  total  was  for  the  military  por¬ 
tion.  The  House  bill  must  be  recon¬ 
ciled  with  the  Senate-passed  military 
aid  bill  (S1443)  which  provides  $770 
million  for  foreign  military  aid  and 
with  the  still  to  be  considered  Senate 
economic  aid  bill. 

#  War  powers.  The  Senate  set  the 
stage  for  a  showdown  with  the  Pres¬ 
ident  when  it  approved  72-18  in  late 
July  a  bill  severely  restricting  presi¬ 
dential  war  powers.  Senate  action 
came  on  the  heels  of  passage  of 
HJ  Res  542,  the  toughest  war  powers 
legislation  voted  so  far  by  the  House. 
The  House  bill  said  the  President 
could  commit  U.S.  troops  for  120 
days  without  a  Congressional  decla¬ 
ration  of  war,  but  the  Senate's  S440 
limited  it  to  30  days,  with  few  ex¬ 
ceptions. 

#  Military  draft.  For  the  flrst  time 
since  1940,  except  for  two  brief  pe¬ 
riods,  Presidential  authority  to  induct 
men  into  the  Armed  Forces  is  at  an 
end.  Induction  authority  expired 
June  30,  but  Congress  approved  $47.5 


million  for  continued  operation  of  the 
Selective  Service  System  anyway.  An 
amendment  by  Senator  Charles  Ma¬ 
thias,  Md.,  closed  a  loophole  and  as¬ 
sures  that  previously  deferred  men 
cannot  be  inducted.  The  draft  ma¬ 
chinery  continues — all  young  men 
must  register  and  a  lottery  will  be 
held. 

#  Labor-HEW  (Health,  Education, 
Welfare).  The  House  approved  a 
Labor-HEW  appropriations  package 
in  late  June  that  is  $1.25  billion  over 
President  Nixon's  request.  Included 
in  the  increase  is  funding  for  such 
programs  as  education  for  disadvan¬ 
taged  children,  hospital  construction 
and  modernization.  Office  of  Eco¬ 
nomic  Opportunity  (OEO)  Commu¬ 
nity  Action  Agencies,  Legal  Services 
and  Senior  Citizens  Programs,  Re¬ 
gional  Medical  Programs  and  others 
— all  programs  the  President  wanted 
to  eliminate  or  reduce  in  scope.  The 
Senate  finishes  its  work  on  the  bill  in 
September  with  an  expected  increase 
in  funding  for  these  programs,  put¬ 
ting  both  houses  in  a  battle  that  could 
lead  to  a  veto  override.  The  Coalition 
For  Human  Needs  and  Budget  Prior¬ 
ities,  of  which  FCNL  is  a  part,  is  gear¬ 
ing  up  for  such  a  battle. 

#  Impoundment.  Joining  the  Sen¬ 
ate  in  yet  another  challenge  to  ex¬ 
ecutive  powers,  the  House  July  25 
approved  legislation  curtailing  the 
President's  power  to  impound  funds 
appropriated  by  Congress  to  federal 
government  programs.  By  a  254-164 
vote,  the  House  passed  a  measure 
sponsored  by  Rep.  Ray  Madden 
(Ind.)  (HR8480)  providing  a  proce¬ 
dure  for  either  house  to  force  the 
President  to  release  impounded  funds 
and  setting  a  $267.1  billion  ceiling 
on  Fiscal  1974  federal  spending.  A 
Presidential  veto  is  expected  after  a 
final  version  is  agreed  upon  with  Sen¬ 
ate  conferees. 

#  Public  Housing.  A  bill  (HR8879) 
before  the  House  Banking  and  Cur¬ 
rency  Cmte.  contains  a  provision  that 
could  force  rent  hikes  for  welfare 
recipients  in  public  housing.  The 
provision  is  in  the  form  of  an  amend¬ 
ment  by  Rep.  William  Widnall,  N.J., 
erasing  current  rent  limits  and  hitting 
the  elderly  especially  hard.  Harold 
Confer,  FCNL  Human  Rights  Secy., 
sent  a  letter  to  every  member  of  the 
House  Cmte.,  asking  them  to  recog- 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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nize  the  “imp>ortance  of  full  funding 
for  public  housing  in  the  current  ap¬ 
propriations  bill/' 

#  Minimum  Wage.  Both  the  Sen¬ 
ate  and  the  House  passed  a  strong 
minimum  wage  bill  (HR7935)  (S1861) 
and  House-Senate  conferees  (despite 
new  warnings  of  a  possible  Presiden¬ 
tial  veto)  reached  agreement  in  July 
on  a  bill  which  raises  the  minimum 
wage  to  $2.20  an  hour  by  July  1, 1974 
and  extends  benefits  to  about  7.5  mil¬ 
lion  new  workers. 

#  Social  Service  Regulations.  Con¬ 
gress  forced  postponement  until 
Nov.  1  of  new  Social  Service  Regula¬ 
tions,  scheduled  to  be  implemented 
July  1.  The  delay  may  offer  Congress 
enough  time  to  provide  legislative 
alternatives.  The  new  regulations 
would  severely  restrict  eligibility  for 
various  social  services  such  as  day 
care,  maternal  and  infant  care,  some 
legal  services  programs,  family  plan¬ 
ning,  foster  care,  and  others. 

#  Legal  Services  for  the  Poor.  The 
House  in  June  passed  a  bill  (HR7824) 
to  set  up  a  corporation  to  provide 
legal  services  for  the  poor,  but  only 
after  crippling  it  with  more  than  two 
dozen  amendments  restricting  what 
the  legal  services  attorneys  could  do. 
Senate  floor  action  is  not  expected 
until  after  the  August  recess.  The 
Senate  is  exjjected  to  be  much  more 
sympathetic  to  a  strong  legal  services 
program.  An  impasse  could  develop 
and  President  Nixon  will  have  to  be 
convinced  not  to  veto  the  bill. 

#  Oceans  and  Seabed.  The  Senate 
July  9  passed  by  unanimous  consent 


S.Res.  82,  supporting  the  good  basic 
goals  of  the  U.S.  position  at  the  UN 
Seabed  Cmte.,  including  an  effective 
International  Seabed  Authority  and 
substantial  sharing  of  ocean  revenue 
with  developing  countries.  A  nearly 
identical  measure  passed  the  House 
April  2.  These  put  Congress  on  rec¬ 
ord  favoring  the  best  goals  of  the 
Law  of  the  Sea  Conference  which 
begins  late  this  year  in  New  York. 
Substantive  sessions  are  next  year,  in 
Chile. 

#  Native  Americans.  S1017,  a  bill 
to  promote  maximum  Indian  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  government  and  educa¬ 
tion  of  Indian  people,  comes  to  a 
Senate  vote  in  September  or  Octo¬ 
ber.  The  bill  (by  Jackson,  Wash.; 
Abourezk,  S.D.)  would  make  mission 
schools  and  all-Indian  private  schools 
eligible  for  federal  funding.  The 
measure  also  sets  up  stricter  criteria 
for  public  schools  that  have  Indian 
students. 


#  A  new  paper  on  "General  Rev¬ 
enue  Sharing"  has  been  issued  by 
FCNL,  telling  what  it  is  and  how  it 
works.  (Send  204  for  the  paper,  pre¬ 
pared  by  Harold  Confer  and  Susan 
Berry.)  If  requested,  they  will  tell 
you  how  much  money  your  county 
and  municipality  will  receive  next 
year  in  revenue  sharing  funds. 

•  "Scarce  Food  Here  to  Stay,"  is 
the  topic  of  a  reprint  by  Lester  R. 
Brown  of  the  Overseas  Development 
Council.  Send  20f  for  the  paper. 
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which  includes  many  ideas  on  the 
critical  world  food  situation. 

•  Continued  Federal  funding  for 
Amtrak  is  advocated  in  a  statement 
filed  on  behalf  of  FCNL  by  Ross 
Capon  of  the  FCNL  General  Cmte. 
with  the  House  Transportation  Sub- 
cmte.  Send  20^  for  the  full  statement. 

#  Send  your  reservation  for  the 
FCNL's  Fall  Conference  to  be  held 
Sept.  28-30  at  Lake  Winnipesaukee, 
N.H.  Rep.  Robert  Drinan,  Mass.,  a 
Jesuit  priest,  will  give  a  special  30th 
Anniversary  talk  Sept.  29.  Sessions 
will  include  discussions  on  a  pro¬ 
posed  health  care  statement  written 
by  a  joint  FCNL-Araerican  Friends 
Service  Cmte.  task  force. 


The  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  indade* 
Friemk  appoialed  bjr  22  FricMb 

Yearir  Mcctiaa>  umI  by  10  other 
Friends  orgeniaations  in  the  United 
States.  Expressions  of  riews  in  the 
FCNL  WmMHgtom  Afsissiattar  are 
gnided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com* 
ndttee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  lead* 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  for  like*minded 
Friends.  No  organisation  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religions  Society 
of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLET¬ 
TER.  Editor:  Paal  Brink.  Contrib* 
ators:  Sam  Levering,  Peggy  Frants, 
Frances  Neely,  Edward  F.  Snyder, 
Harold  Confer,  William  McDevitt, 
Alice  Stoat,  Doris  Brown.  245  Sec* 
oad  St.,  N.Em  Washington,  D.  C. 
20002.  Snbscription  $5.00  per  year, 
$8.00  abroad  (air  mail).  Single 
copies  5O9.  Pablished  nMmthly 
except  Angast*SepteBBber,  when  it 
is  combined.  Telephone:  (202) 
547*4S43. 
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ANNIVERSARY 

This  year's  FCNL  30th  Anni¬ 
versary  events  include: 

#  Speech  by  Sen.  Mark  Hat¬ 
field,  Ore.,  Nov.  17,  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  Ind. 

#  Special  program  Nov.  10  at 
Wm.  Perm  College,  Oskaloosa, 
Iowa. 

#  FCNL  Fall  Conference,  Lake 
Winnipesaukee,  N.H.,  Sept.  28- 
30. 


